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APRRN is a diverse network of over 220 members active local and national civil society organizations
and individuals from 29 countries in the Asia Pacific region. The members collaborate with
governments, UNHCR, refugees and host communities, and each other to advance refugee rights.

Forced displacement is a global challenge that requires urgent attention, comprehensive solutions
and collective actions by international society. APRRN is very keen to see the initiatives and
leaderships in the G7 Hiroshima summit and the commitments made by all the G7 leaders.

APRRN would also like to highlight the particular role of Japan today.

APRRN acknowledges Japan's historical leadership in the region regarding refugee protection,
ratifying the Refugee Convention early on, second only to the Philippines in Asia Pacific and offering
resettlement opportunities first ever in Asia. This year Japan is serving not only as a G7 host country
but as a co-convener of the second Global Refugee Forum (GRF) scheduled in December 2023. It is
an absolutely important year for Japan to mobilize other states in the region and beyond to
strengthen global refugee protection.

While Japan has participated in the international framework of refugee protection actively, its asylum
systems and immigration policies have long been criticized, and it is still very unfortunate that Japan
has not yet introduced comprehensive refugee law and have heard many times that its system has
had a stronger stance on ‘controlling’ rather than protecting refugees.

Considering such concerns, ongoing global needs of forced displacement and a series of international
legal frameworks taken by huge time and efforts by the international community, we raised an alarm
about the revision of the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act in Japan and issued our
urgent statement to call for the withdrawal of the government’s bill in its current form last month.

We are very disappointed to hear that the current bill could be passed in Japan neither with a
fundamental review nor with substitute dialogues for rights-centered solutions with various
stakeholders, but we do believe that Japan can still make a choice to uphold rights of most
marginalized people in the world.

There is a local context in the country and there are governance issues related to migration, but what
we are calling for is a rights-based policy. It can be possible for each country and region to learn from
good practices and the discussions with various stakeholders, develop policies and lead public
awareness in their local context.
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When the refugee law has been discussed in a country in the region, a reference has been made to
the Japanese laws and systems. Our colleagues in Korea have been long concerned that the rights of
refugees are not fully respected in their country although there is a Refugee Act. Please imagine if
Japan has a comprehensive refugee law and a rights-centered model is established there. What
impact or advocacy space could be made?

Our colleagues in Myanmar, Thailand, Bangladesh or Afghanistan seek more protection space in the
region. What If Japan has a good model? What if another country follows them? That’s a synergy of
regional and global protection in reality.

Sharing responsibility and burden is a core of the GCR. More space for protection in each country
would reduce the burden on neighboring countries, and assistance to those countries could more
effectively reach those in need. Our resources are not infinite and need to be well coordinated to be
used in the most effective way.

For such coordination, political leadership at the global level is not something every country can take.

As a conclusion, APRRN recalled our recommendations in our statement, particularly call on Japan to
withdraw the Proposed Bill in its current form; Consider adopting an independent Refugee Act with a
primary focus on protection; Revise detention legislation consistent with international standards;
Strengthen local protection capacity through a joint/multi-stakeholder pledge made at the GRF.

TOTREFHRDEF RYET—I (APRRN) (X, 77 R F B D29DE N 52208 D&
BASMY EEHRERYNT—ITT . TENENDOET, BLALHAHNEIZ2=ZTALALT
FBLTOWSHEASABOCEANSHLTVEY . KA HEOEFDREICHITT, &
EBAF. UNHCR, #RPRAPIZ2ZT4LBALTEBLTEY . REARLTOHALITHONA
TWEY,

M EHE. EEREICKSIRAENERIG. RIEMNGHERE, KRMGRVEAZVEELT S
JO—NILIEERETT ,APRRNIX. GTEEBYIVYMIBITERA=ZTFT4TE)—F—9T  F
LTI RTOGTEIMIZEDAZIVR AN, EEITERVNVEAZEF>TLVET,

F1=.APRRN[E, BADKEIEBELTVEY,

BAROHREREFNOMEIX. TOTKEFEMBOPTELEL T4VEVICRNT2EBETL. &F
.77 THOHTEZEEREREZTANSGLGE . BRIIEEMICHTH, HRAREICES
TEHETOTATFEMETD)—F -2 v TERELTEELS,

SE. BRIIGTORAMNETHAZEITIMAZA T, 2023F12AIZFESN TS E2R S O—/\L
#HRI+—SL(GRF) THREREZHOET . TOTAREFEME, ZLTENULEDEARY



Asia Pacific ADVANCING THE RIGHTS OF REFUGEES

Refugee Rights IN THE ASIA PACIFIC REGION
Network

Z3oT . HAMNGHRFEDOBEICAGTERDNERESE TIKERENROONTEY.
BARICEOTFEICERERIFESZADTLELY,

ARG, #REEOEBRNGREACEBMICESNT 5—A T, TOREHECHE AN
THBRICITLUAMDSHFIDNHY | REICBFEHCHRENBEASNTELT . HEDRES
YEM(HAE BEBIIFE EENHLEDHHANTNTECLE, FERICERRILETT,

FO5L-BE . mEBHICELABEL-IO—NIILE—X  FLTEBASDE KRS
BAICE>TEMTE-—EDOEBENTENREAZEA. ABIEERIZETIHEAERE
BRUH#HERITEEOREDRKICEELXELL.AAICHFEEDHEIZRHIBZAFHEZE
LFELT=,

BRARGEFEORELL, ERERDITTERABRRICA TR RBERAT—IRILE—ED
TRERHBELLGNFEFIC,. BFERNRILTEIEENAHAEICAEBRERAFTIANHA
THRULEABESNIZARDENEFH-OIZ. BREFFLERT HIENATELELELTLE
j-o

ECLDFEFENHY. BEICEATEANF U ADRBELHYFET D FAF-bHROTNDD (I
FIEDBETYT . TNENDEOHBA IFEHORLLGRAT—IRILT —EDERN D
PP ENENDOXROPTHEREZILEL, HROBEBREFTUOKILIITRETY .

BMRZEDERCHY. BRADEHECERTSELHYFEY . BETIE. RENHDHIZHE
HoT  HROEFINTRICEESN TGN ENREITEYBRZINTEEL, BRIZE
BHGHEENTE EANDPDLDDETILNEILSIN L EBBLTH TS, ED KAV
INIROTRRAY— DA REENEFTNEHTLEIM,

SYUR— BA NV T ST TIAZREUGE b DM TO7REEMBICE
WT. SELTEDLEITZLDREAR—RZRDHTVET  BANLYRWVWETILEH>TLSE
LTz, ESTLEID LLMDENENICHCELEZLESBYET D,

OL=CER =23 HHNETA—NILEE R oA - HRREICEDLLVFU—
DI|REGFDTY,

ERLABHEOEFIF HRICEHAT S5 O0—/NLaV /UM GCR)DHKELRTINDTY , FE
DREKRFHBIESANE. FREOEENREY. TOEAOXEZOLINE. FUSIERMIC
DHEHZNIZBLESIZHEETLLES, I-EDERIFERTEHYELA. RUIIEMEHETE
A3 5E=H1CF. KYBWARIZRVBD BHEAHYET . TLT. ZOXILRBERDIZIE.
JO—NILELRILTOBGARN) —4F =9 ThWRETHY ., TRTHOEMNESITESELDTIE
HYUEE A,

REZEIZ. FHATRREA-EDREZ. BEARAREUNNTET . BEOBADAEEZEZEETH
B 5L REICEREZEVIHILE-BREDIFIRERFTEHIE. NAICET I EGSEE
BMEEICEHMITIHTRET L. GRFTOER /" TILFRT—IHRILET—TDTLyPEEL
T.BRNORERHERIETSHIETT,



